After reading both sides of 04-160 I am amazed that anyone would want to stifle
competition. It was my understanding the FCC wanted to promote competition in
the various markets to prevent a one voice, one choice media. This proposal
strikes at the heart of the issue. Because the various media outlets entertain
a wide audience, on airwaves which belong to the public, the public should be
given a choice as to what they listen to, and the provider of the service. This
enhances what the listener in this case will hear. If for instance, all that
was available to listen to is station z, station z has no reason to improve
their products and markets, and there would be no incentive to improve upon
them. This petition, basically sends a message to the public and business areas
alike, that if you choose to expand your services, it must only be done in
certain spectrum allocations, and must be approved by the NAB. This is a
backward direction, in the United States there is an expectation that
competition imporves product.



